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15 April 2010

Dear Colleague
The Scottish Social Services Council (Appointments, Procedures and Access to the Register) Regulations 2001
I am writing to advise you of a proposed change to the above Regulations.

The 2001 Regulations state that the Scottish Social Services Council (the SSSC) must allow access to its register, detail who can seek access, by what means and the information the Council will disclose to persons seeking access to the register. 
The level and detail of information that is disclosed will differ depending on whether it is an employer or a member of the public seeking access to the register. However, in all cases the name and registration number, the part of the register in which a person is registered and the postal town in which the social service worker is employed will be provided.
Concerns have been raised about the amount of information the SSSC is obliged to provide, some of which could put registered social service workers at risk e.g. location of employment. 

For that reason, Scottish Ministers intend bringing forward an amendment to the 2001 Regulations to give the SSSC the discretion to withhold information such as the names of a person, the part of the register where a person is registered, registration status and the postal town of employment if disclosing such information could be considered to cause danger to the social service worker.
Ministers would like to lay the amendment Regulations before Parliament in June but before doing so would welcome any comments you may have. 

If you have any questions or issues on the proposed change to the Regulations, please contact me directly by e-mail at the address above. I would be grateful for any comments by 14 May 2010.

Yours sincerely
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DIANE WHITE
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