Management of housing support funding by local authorities: information collated in July 2008

The Unit has contacted each local authority in Scotland to find out how they are managing their funding for housing support in 2008/09. The results are outlined below. 

Currently all local authority areas have a main contact who can discuss matter to do with housing support. However, Aberdeenshire, East Ayrshire and Shetland have all set in motion plans to disband their SP teams and other areas such as Fife have different contacts for different types of service. This means that in future housing support may not be seen as a distinct branch of social care and it will be much more difficult to track where the former SP budget has gone.

20 local authority areas have maintained a single budget for housing support in 2008/09. Of these:

· 6 have their funding for housing support as a single budget within their total social work budget 

· 4 believe that the funding for housing support will be disaggregated in 2009/10 

· 2 mentioned a high degree of uncertainty about what was happening to former SP money in their area. 

12 local authority areas have mainstreamed funding for housing support - generally distributing it between housing, homelessness and social work. Of these, 7 had mainstreamed their SP budget before the announcement of the removal of the ring fence which means that there has been no change in their management of their budget in 2008/09.

The table below gives information on each local authority area and a brief comment from the local authority explaining how the previous SP money was distributed following the removal of the ring fence. Each local authority name is linked to a page which gives further information including details of the Single Outcome Agreement and the contact person for housing support.

	LA Area
	Central point for housing support within LA structure
	One budget for 2008/09?
	Comment

	Aberdeen 
	Yes
	Yes
	Aberdeen has maintained the status quo while it decides how to manage the SP budget in future.

	Aberdeenshire
	No
	No
	The former SP budget has been dispersed to a number of budget holders.

	Angus
	Yes
	Yes
	The former SP budget is now managed by the Social Work Department (with the exception of a small amount which went to Housing for their aids and adaptations service). 

	Argyll & Bute
	Yes
	Yes
	The SP funds have been kept together as one budget. 

	Clackmannanshire
	Yes
	Yes
	The SP team remains as the first point of contact for former SP funded services but in future the budget will be divided between the services who have principle responsibilities for the service users covered by each contract.

	Dumfries and Galloway
	Yes
	Yes
	The SP funds have been kept together as one budget but this is being reviewed by the local authority. 

	Dundee 
	Yes
	Yes
	The SP funds have been kept together as one budget. 

	East Ayrshire
	No
	No
	The former SP budget has been mainstreamed and the SP team will be disbanded.

	East Dunbartonshire 
	No
	No
	The former SP budget is split between social work, housing and homelessness services. 

	East Lothian 
	Yes
	Yes
	Former SP money has been placed in the hands of a cross-service Housing Support Co-ordination Group. 

	East Renfrewshire 
	Yes
	No
	The former SP budget is now managed by the Social Work Department. 

	Edinburgh 
	Yes
	Yes
	External services are commissioned by the former SP team.

	Eilean Siar
	Yes
	Yes
	The former SP money has remained with the SocialWork Department. 

	Falkirk 
	Yes
	Yes
	The SP funds have been kept together as one budget. 

	Fife 
	No
	No
	Fife mainstreamed the funding into Housing and Social work in 2005.

	Glasgow 
	Yes
	Yes
	The former SP money has remained with the SocialWork Department.

	Highland 
	Yes
	Yes
	The former SP money has remained with the SocialWork Department.

	Inverclyde
	Yes
	No
	25% of budget gone to social work to carry out in house services. 75% of budget remains as housing support.

	Midlothian 
	Yes
	Yes
	The former SP money has remained with the SocialWork Department.

	Moray
	Yes
	No
	The former SP money is split between social work and housing. 

	North Ayrshire
	Yes
	Yes
	The former SP money continues to be split between social work and housing. 

	North Lanarkshire 
	Yes
	Yes
	The SP funds have been kept together as one budget. 

	Orkney
	Yes
	Yes
	The SP funds have been kept together as one budget. 

	Perth and Kinross
	Yes
	Yes
	The SP funds have been kept together as one budget but this is being reviewed. 

	Renfrew
	Yes
	Yes
	The SP funds have been kept together as one budget. 

	Scottish Borders
	Yes
	Yes
	The SP funds have been kept together as one budget but this is being reviewed. 

	Shetland
	No
	No
	The former SP money is split between social work and housing. 

	South Ayrshire
	Yes
	No
	The former SP money has been mainstreamed throughout the council. 

	South Lanarkshire 
	Yes
	No
	The former SP money is split between social work and housing. 

	Stirling 
	Yes
	No
	The former SP money is split between Community Care, Housing and Homelessness and Children's Services.

	West Dunbartonshire 
	Yes
	Yes
	The former SP monies remain with the Social Work and Health Department.

	West Lothian 
	Yes
	Yes
	The former SP money remains as a single budget
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