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Dear Geoff

Lead funder guidance consultation
Many thanks for giving CCPS the opportunity to comment on the above consultation.

CCPS is the national association of voluntary organisations providing care and support services across Scotland.  CCPS members tend to be large providers, operating primarily under contract to local authorities.  CCPS members do, however, often have multiple funders, and well recognise the issues outlined in the consultation around different funders’ diverse reporting requirements; we therefore welcome moves to rationalise these reporting requirements.  
We are concerned, however, that the guidance does little to incentivise funders to explore this type of joint working, and that it will therefore have little practical impact.  In our view, these are guidelines, not guidance - no particular course of action is recommended, and it is still up to funders (who, the draft itself acknowledges, are fairly resistant to the idea) whether or not to take on board any of the suggestions presented. This seems to us to be a considerable weakness in the document, as funders will need to be encouraged to adopt the Lead Funder model, and we hope that this will be addressed in the final version.
Yours sincerely

Kirsten Gooday
Policy and Development Manager, CCPS
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